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the photograph No. 1. On the left is El Capitan, on the right the Bridal 
Veil Fall, coming down on the backside of the Cathedral Rocks, and in 
the centre the view of the Talley and beyond, into the canon of the Tenaya 
Fork of the Merced, the point of the Half Dome, and, beyond it, Cloud’s 
Rest, being just visible over the intervening ridge of which the Sentinel 
Rock form a part. A general idea of the Valley can well be obtained from 
this point, and in one view ; but, as we ride up between the walls, new 
objects are constantly becoming visible, which at the lower end were 
entirely concealed. 

Of the cliffs around the Valley, El Capitan and the Half Dome are the 
most striking ; the latter is the higher, but it would be difficult to say 
which conveys to the mind the most decided impression of grandeur and 
massiveness. El Capitan is an immense block of granite, projecting 
squarely out into the Valley, and presenting an almost vertical sharp edge, 
3,300 feet in elevation (see photographs Nos. 3 and 4). The sides or walls 
of the mass are bare, smooth and entirely destitute of vegetation. It is 
almost impossible for the observer to comprehend the enormous dimensions 
of this rock, which in clear weather can be distinctly seen from the San 
Joaquin plains, at a distance of fifty or sixty miles. Nothing, however, so 
helps to a realization of the magnitude of these masses about the Yosemite 
as climbing around and among them. Let the visitor begin to ascend the 
pile of debris which lies at the base of El Capitan, and he will soon find his 
ideas enlarged on the point in question. And yet these debris-piles along 
the cliffs, and especially under El Capitan, are of insignificant size com- 
pared with the dimensions of the solid wall itself. They are hardly 
noticeable in taking a general view of the Valley. El Capitan imposes 
on us by its stupendous bulk, which seems as if hewed from the moun- 
tains on purpose to stand as the type of ete 2 *nal massiveness. It is 
doubtful if anywhere in the world there is presented so squarely-cut, so 
lofty and so imposing a face of rock. 

On the other side of the Valley we have the Bridal Veil Fall, unques- 
tionably one of the most beautiful objects in the Yosemite. It is formed 
by the creek of the same name, which rises a few miles east of Empire 
Camp, runs through the meadows at Westfall’s, and is finally precipitated 
over the cliffs, on the west side of Cathedral Rock, into the Yosemite, in 
one leap of 630 feet perpendicular. The water strikes here on a sloping 
pile of debris, down which it rushes in a series of cascades for a perpendi- 
cular distance of nearly 300 feet more, the total height of the edge of the 
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fall above the meadow at its base being 900 feet. The eifect of the fall, as 
everywhere seen from the Y alley, is as if it were 900 feet in vertical height, 
its base being concealed by the trees which surround it (see photograph 
No. 2). The quantity of water in the Bridal Veil Fall varies greatly with 
the season. The photograph represents it as it is usually seen in June or 
July, when the amount of water is above the average. Probably the 
effect is finest when there is a little less water than is here represented ; 
then the swaying from side to side, and the waving under the varying 
pressure of the wind, as it strikes the long column of water, is more marked. 
As seeir from a distance, at such times, it seems to flutter like a white veil, 
producing an indescribably beautiful effect. The name “Bridal Veil” is 
poetical, but fairly appropriate. The Bridal Veil Creek heads low down 
in the Sierra, far below the region of eternal snow ; hence, as summer 
advances, the supply of water is rapidly diminished and, by the middle 
or end of July, there is only a small streamlet trickling down the 
vertical face of the rock, over which it is precipitated in a bold curve 
when the quantity of water is larger. At the highest stage, the stream 
divides into a dozen streamlets at the base of the fall, several of which are 
only just fordable on horseback. 

The Virgin’s Tears Creek, on the other side of the Valley, and directly 
opposite the Bridal Veil, makes also a line fall, over a thousand feet high, 
included in a deep recess of the rocks near the lower corner of El Capitan. 
This is a beautiful fall as long as it lasts ; but the stream which produces 
it dries up early in the season. In quantity of water, elevation and general 
effect, this fall, hardly spoken of at the Yosemite among so many grander 
ones, is far superior to the celebrated Staubbach of Switzerland. 

Proceeding up the Valley, we find on the same side as the Bridal Veil, 

and a little above it, the prominent and massively- sculptured pile of 

gianite, to which the name of Cathedral Rock has been given. (See 

photographs Nos. 4, 5, 0.) In bio. 4 we have a view down the Valley taken 

midway between El Capitan and Cathedral Rock, so as to show a portion 

of both. This view gives a fine idea of the verticality of the walls of the 

Y osemite, of which these objects form a part. The Merced river occupies 

the foreground. The trees in the middle-ground are pitch pines from 125 

to 150 feet high, and those which seem to fringe the summit of Cathedral 

Rock like small bushes are, in reality, firs and pines, as tall as those in 

the \ alley or even taller. Cathedral Rock is not as high nor as massive as 

LI Capitan, noi aie its sides quite as nearly vertical. The summit is 
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